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Orchestra

3 Flutes (1st db. Alto Flute and Pice. 3; 2nd db. Picc. 2; 3rd db. Picc. 1)
2 Oboes

1 English Horn

2 Clarinets in Bb and A

|1 Bass Clarinet in Bb (db. Cl. in Eb‘}

2 Bassoons

| Contra Bassoon

4 Homs in F
2 Trumpets in C
3 Trombones (1st and 2nd: Tenor Trombones; 3rd: Bass Trombone)

Timpani
Percussion (3 players):

Total requirement: Xylophone, Marimba, Glockenspiel, Vibraphone (with bow), Tubular Bells,
Bass Drum, Tam-tam (large), Whip, Wood Block (high), Paper *), 2 Reibestock (both medium)

Perc. 1: Xylophone, Marimba, Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Bass Drum, Reibestock | (played by being

scraped with a light iron stick)
Perc. 2: Marimba, Vibraphone (with bow), Tubular Bells, Whip (Frusta), Japanese Wood Block

(medium high), Reibestock 2
Perc. 3: Glockenspiel, Tubular Bells, Paper, Whip (Frusta), Tam-tam

Harp
Celesta

Soprano Solo

Strings (14, 12,10, 8, 7)

All transposed istruments are notated in transposition.
Double Bass harmonics are octave transposed as well.

*) Paper: The player moves a piece of paper in circular movement on the skin of a Bass Drum (placed in
honzontal position), producing a subtle, but still clearly audible whisper/whisker-like sound, like walking
in the snow.

Performance notes

Because of the antiphonal string writing in the piece the “old™ set-up of the strings is required; i.e with the
Ist violins to the left and the 2nd violins to the right of the conductor. The cellos are placed next to the Ist
violins and the violas next to the 2nd violins. The double basses are to the left behind the cellos.



let me tell you

I Part:

1.

Let me tell you how it was.
I know I can do this.

I have the powers:

I take them here.

I have the right.

My words may be poor

but they will have to do.

There was a time when I could not do this:
I remember that time.

2.

O but memory is not one but many -
a long music we have made

and will make again.

over and over,

with some things we know and some we do not,
some that are true and some we have made up,
some that have stayed from long before.

and some that have come this morning,

some that will go tomorrow

and some that have long been there
but that we will never find,

for to memory there is no end.

-

b )8

There was a time, [ remember, when we had no music,

a time when there was no time for music,
and what is music if not time -

time of now and then tumbled into one another,
time turned and loosed,
time bended.

time blown up here and there.
time sweet and harsh,
time still and long?

II Part:

4.

Let me tell you how it is,

for you are the one who made me more than I was,
yvou are the one who loosed out this music.

Your face i1s my music lesson
and [ sing.

3.

Now I do not mind if it is day, if it is night.
If it is night,

an owl will call out.

If it is morning,

a robin will tune his bells

Night, day: there is no difference for me.

What will make the difference is if vou are with me.
For you are my sun.

You have sun-blasted me,
and turned me to light.

You have made me like glass —

like glass in an ecstasy from your light,

like glass in which light rained

and rained and rained and goes on.

like glass in which there are showers of light,
light that cannot end.

I11 Part:

6.

I know you are there.

I know I will find you.

Let me tell vou how it will be.

T

I will go out now.

I will let go the door

and not look to see my hand as I take it away.

Snow falls.

S0: I will go on in the snow.
I will have my hope with me.

I look up,
as if I could see the snow as it falls,

as if I could keep my eve on a little of it

and see it come down

all the way to the ground.
I cannot.

The snow flowers are all like each other
and I cannot keep my eves on one.

I will give up this and go on.

I will go on.

Text by Paul Gniffiths
(after the novel ler me tell vou, 2008)
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2. O but memory is not one but many
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