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PROGRAM NOTE

The Chamber Symphony, written between September and December of 1992,
bears a superficial resemblance to its eponymous predecessor, the Opus 9 of
Arnold Schoenberg. The choice of instruments is roughly the same as
Schoenberg's, although mine includes parts for synthesizer, percussion (a trap set),
trumpet and trombone. However, whereas the Schoenberg symphony is in one
uninterrupted structure, mine is broken into three discrete movements; “Mongrel
Airs,” “Aria with Walking Bass” and “Roadrunner.” The titles give a hint of the
general ambiance of the music.

| originally set out to write a children’s piece, and my intentions were to
sample the voices of children and work them into a fabric of acoustic and
electronic instruments. But before | began that project | had another one of those
strange interludes that often lead to a new piece. This one involved a brief moment
of what Melville called “the shock of recognition™: | was sitting in my studio,
studying the score of Schoenberg's Chamber Symphony, and as | was doing so |
became aware that my seven year old son Sam was in the adjacent room watching
cartoons (good cartoons, old ones from the fifties). The hyperactive, insistently
aggressive and acrobatic scores for the cartoons mixed in my head with the
Schoenberg music, itself hyperactive, acrobatic and not a little aggressive, and |
realized suddenly how much these two traditions had in common.

For a long time my music has been conceived for large forces and has involved
broad brush strokes on big canvasses. These works have been either symphonic
or operatic, and even the ones for smaller forces like Phrygian Gates, Shaker Loops
or Grand Pianola Music have essentially been studies in the acoustical power of
massed sonorities. Chamber music, with its inherently polyphonic and democratic
sharing of roles, was always difficult for me to compose. But the Schoenberg
symphony provided a key to unlock that door, and it did so by suggesting a format
in which the weight and mass of a symphonic work could be married to the
transparency and mobility of a chamber work. The tradition of American cartoon

music also suggested a further model for a music that was at once flamboyantly
virtuosic and polyphonic.

John Adams




Instrumentation
Flute
(doubling Piccolo)
Oboe

Clarinet in Eb
(doubling Clarinets in Bb & A)

Bass Clarinet in Bb
(doubling Clarinet in Bb)

Bassoon

Contrabassoon ' -
(doubling Bassoon)

Hornin F

- Trumpetin C
(with both metal and fiber mutes)

! Trombone
‘ (with both metal and fiber mutes)

Synthesizer *
(Yamaha SY77 or SY99)

Percussion
(Trap Set) T

Violin
Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

* Synthesizer software is designed for a specific model of synthesizer, and is not
interchangeable with other models or brands. Software included with rental materials is
subject to change according to availability of synthesizer models. Consult the publisher for
current status.
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sounding:
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Duration: ca. 22 minutes

An octavo-size study score is availawble for purchase (HPS 1223)

Full score, parts and synthesizer software
are available from the Boosey & Hawkes Rental Library
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