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Composer’s Note

Hadewijch is the second part of the large four-section work De Materie
(Matter) but can also be performed independently.

The text is one of the visions of Hadewijch, a |3th-century Dutch mystic
poetess, and expresses her passionate vision, both spiritual and erotic, of
union with Him.

The composition is organised to mirror the architectural plan of the
cathedral of Reims in France. The intervals of time between the chords of the
pianos, tuned percussion and guitars, which ring through the canvas at set
points, have the same proportional relationship as the distance in space
between the cathedral’s pillars.

LA

Anmerkung des Komponisten

Hadewijch ist der zweite Teil des groB3en vierteiligen Werks De Materie,
kann aber auch unabhingig aufgefiihrt werden.

Der Text ist eine der Visionen Hadewijchs, einer niederlindischen
Mystikerin  und Dichterin des 13. Jahrhunderts, und bringt ihre
leidenschaftliche spirituelle und erotische Vorstellung von der Vereinigung
mit Gott zum Ausdruck.

Die Komposition ist so angelegt, daB sie den architektonischen Grundrif3
der Kathedrale von Reims in Frankreich widerspiegelt. Die zeitlichen
Intervalle zwischen den Akkorden der Klaviere, des gestimmten Schlagzeugs
und der Gitarren, die an vorbestimmten Punkten durch das Gefiige hallen,
haben das gleiche proportionale Verhiltnis wie der rdaumliche Abstand
zwischen den Saulen der Kathedrale.

LA
(Ubersetzung: Anne Steeb-Mueller)



Note du compositeur

Hadewijch constitue la deuxiéme partie de De Materie (La matiére),
oeuvre étendue en comportant quatre. Elle peut cependant étre exécutée
indépendamment.

Son texte, tiré des visions de Hadewijch, poétesse mystique néerlandaise
du Xllle siécle, exprime celle passionnée, a la fois spirituelle et érotique,
qu’elle eut d’union avec Lui.

La composition de I'oeuvre reflete la structure du plan architectural de
la cathédrale de Reims. Les intervalles de temps séparant les accords de
piano, de percussions accordées et de guitares qui interviennent dans le
contexte a des points précis, présentent le méme rapport proportionnel que
la distance dans I'espace séparant les piliers de la cathédrale.

LA
(Traduction: Agnés Ausseur)



Hadewijch
. ic wart met dien wederbracht jamerleke in mi selven.

Te enen cinxendage wart mi vertoont inde dageraat, ende men sanc mettenen inde kerke ende
ic was daar; ende mijn herte ende mijn aderen ende alle mine lede schudden ende beveden van
begerten; ende mi was alst dicke heeft geweest, so verwoedeleke ende so vreseleke te moede,
dat mi dochte, ic en ware minen lieve genoech ende mijn lief en vervulde minen nied, dat ic
sterven soude ende al verwoedende sterven. Doen was mi van begerliker minnen so vreseleke
te moede ende so wee, dat mi alle die lede die ic hadde sonderlinge waanden breken ende alle
mine aderen waren sonderlinge in arbeiden. Die begerte daar ic doen in was die es onseggeleke
eneger redennen ocht iemens die ic kinne; ende dat selve dat icker af seggen mochte ware
ongehoort vore alle die die minne nie en bekinden met begerten werken ende die vore minne
nie bekint en waren. Aldus magicker af seggen: ic begerde mijns liefs te vollen te gebrukene ende
te bekinnenne ende te gesmakene in allen vollen gereke: sine menscheit gebrukeleke metter
miere ende de mine daar in te gestane ende starc te wesene in ongebrekelecheden te valne dat
ic hem weder dat ongebrekeleke genoech ware suver ende enech ende in allen te vollen gereke
genoegh te dogene in elker doget. Ende daartoe woudic van binnen dat hi mi met siere godheit
in enege geeste genoech ende al ware dat hi es, sonder ontbliven. Want die gichte cosic meest
boven alle gichten die ic ie gecoos, dat ic genoegh ware in allen groten dogene; want dat es dat
volcomenste genoech doen te wassene god met gode te sine. Want dats dogen ende pine ellende
ende in groten nuwen vernooie te sine ende dat al laten comen ende gaan sonder vernooien
ende el engenen smake daaraf te hebbene dan soete minne ende helsen ende cussen. Aldus
begerdic dat mi god ware hem mede genoech te sine.

[ Koor

Doen mi aldus vreseleke te moede was, doen versagic vanden outare comen gevlogen te mi enen
are die groot was; ende hi seide mi: Wiltu een werden, so gereide di. Ende ic stont op mijn knien,
ende mijn herte geberde vreseleke dat enechleke te anebedene na sine werde werdecheit dat
doch mi ongereet ware, dat wetic wel, wet god, altoos te minen wee ende te minen sware.

Hadewijch
Doen quam hi vanden outare hem selven tonende alse een kint; ende dat kint was van dier selver
gedane dat hi was in sinen iersten drien jaren ende hi keerde hem te mi waert ende nam uter
ciborien sinen lichame in sine rechte hant ende in sine slinke hant nam hi enen kelc die scheen
vanden outare comende, maar ic en weet wanen hi quam. Daarmede quam hi in die gedane des
cleeds ende des mans dat hi was op dien dach doen hi ons sinen lichame iersten gaf, also gedane
mensche ende man, soete ende schone ende verweent gelaat tonende, ende also onderdanechleke
te mi comende alse een die eens anders al es. Doen gaf hi mi hem selven in specien des sacraments in
| figurenalso men pleget; ende daarna gaf hi mi drinken uten kelke gedane ende smake also men pleget.
Daarna quam hi selve te mi, ende nam mi altemale in sine arme ende dwanc mi ane hem; ende alle
die lede die ic hadde gevoelden der siere in alle hare genoegen na miere herten begerten na miere
menscheit. Doen werdic genoeget van buten in allen vollen sade. Ooc haddic doen ene corte wile
cracht dat te dragene; maar saan in corter uren verlosic dien schonen man van buten in siene in
vormen, ende ic sachen al niet te werdene ende also sere verdooiende werden ende al smelten in
een, sodat icken buten mi niet en conste bekinnen noch vernemen, ende binnen mi niet bescheden.
Mi was op die ure ochte wi een waren sonder differencie. Dit was al van buten in siene, in smakene,
in gevoelne, also men smaken mach van ontfane inden sacramente van buten, in siene ende in
gevoelne van buten, also lief met lieve ontfaan mach in aller voller genoechten van siene ende van
hoorne, van vervaarne [deen inden anderen. Hierna bleef ic in enen vervaarne] in mijn lief, dat ic al
versmalt in hem, ende mi mijns selves niet en bleef; ende ic wart verwandelt ende opgenomen inden
geeste ende mi wart daar vertoont van selkerhande uren.

Text from ‘Hadewijch: Een bloemlezing uit haar werken’ — Elsevier 1979



Hadewijch
... thereupon | was hopelessly thrown upon my own poor resources.

One early morning at Pentecost, attending matins sung in church, | received a vision. My heart, my veins,
and all my body shook and trembled with desire. As so often before, | felt intensely and frightfully
touched, and | was afraid that | would not satisfy my Love, but my Love did not allow me to die, to die
grieving. Gradually, my passion became so terrible and painful that all my bones seemed to break one
by one, and my blood flowed more swiftly than ever. My desire is inexpressible, both words and people
fail, and what | could tell about it would be absurd to anyone who never learned Love’s effects and who
was by Love neglected. This at least | can say: | longed to enjoy my Love to the fullest, to know and taste
Him through and through; His human nature united with mine, and mine received in His. | did hope |
would have the strength to let myself fall into completeness, so as to prove in turn to be inexhaustible
for Him, pure; | alone, would be satisfactorily virtuous in all virtues. Therefore | wished deep inside that
He, with His divinity, would elevate me into a unity of our minds, without withholding anything from me.
For this gift | prefer above all other gifts | ever chose: to satisfy in unending submission. For this is the
most perfect thing: to grow enough to become God with God — because it is endurance and pain, misery
and unprecedented sorrow, and one has to let all this come and go without succumbing, and without
feeling anything but marvellous love, embraces and kisses. Thus | wished God would be for me, as | for
Him.

Chorus
While it became unbearable to me, | saw a giant eagle flying towards me from the altar, and he said to
me: “If you desire to be one with God, prepare yourself.”” | kneeled, and my heart beat in my throat,
worshipping His greatness. | know very well that | was not ready for this, and God knows it too, always
to my grief and sorrow.

Hadewijch
Then He came from the altar, showing Himself in the shape of a child, such as He looked in the first
three years of His life. He turned to me and out of the ciborium He took His body with His right hand,
and with His left hand he took a goblet that seemed to come from the altar, but | do not know that for
certain. Then He came to me, now in the clothes and in the form of the man He was the day when He
first gave us His body, enchanting and beautiful, with a ravishing face, and with the humble attitude of
someone who already belongs to another. Then He gave Himself to me in the form of the Sacrament,
| and afterwards He gave me to drink from the goblet: it seemed and tasted as usual. Then He came very
close to me, took me in His arms, and pressed me to His chest. All my limbs felt His, to their total
satisfaction as my heart and my humanness longed. | felt truly satisfied and saturated. Also, | had just
the power to bear this for a while, but soon, | lost sight of this handsome man, and | saw Him fading
and melting away, until | could no longer feel Him next to me, or perceive Him within myself. At that
very moment | felt that we were one together, without any difference. All this was real, tastable and
tangible — like one really sees and feels the Sacrament, or the way lovers, taking pleasure in seeing and
hearing each other, can get lost. After this | stayed one with my Love, melting with Him, until nothing
was left of me. | was beside myself, in exaltation, and in my mind | was raised up to a place where many
different Hours were shown to me.

English translation by Jacques Kruithof.
© Copyright 1999 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.



Instrumentation

3 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Cors Anglais
5 Clarinets in Bb
2 Bass Clarinets in Bb
Contrabass Clarinet in Bb
4 Horns in F
4 Trumpets in C
4 Trombones
Tuba
*Percussion (5)
8 Solo Voices (25.2A.2T.2B)
2 Pianos
2 Synthesizers
Harp
2 Electric Guitars
Bass Guitar
4 Violins
2 Violas
2 Violoncellos
Double Bass

* bell tree, guiro, snare drum, lion's roar,
large rattle, large whip, tam-tam ,
glockenspiel, vibraphone (including ¢''"'),
marimba (C-g"’), tubular bells,

The ensemble should be balanced by electronic amplification.

Note: Transposing instruments written in C in the score.

Duration: 29 minutes

Performance materials available on hire

Music origination by Donemus, Amsterdam
First printing 1999, United Kingdom



[IMPOHTANT NOTICE: The unauthorised copying of the whole or any part of this publication is Illegal.]
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