Chorus

The line of a perfect circle is not perfection of the first order. The line of 2
perfect circfe is perfect as a fine. But it is not perfect without limitaticons, it Is
not perfect as an unending line, it is not perfection of the first order, it is not
the perfect line.

The perfect straight line is ‘the’ perfect line.

Why!

Because it is the only perfection of the first order. Likewise its ray, the
perfect etermal ray, is perfection of the first order. The perfect eternal ray is
also ‘the’ perfect ray. For only it is as ray a perfection of the first order.

The cross-figure.

The figure which objectifies the concept of this pair of perfections of the first
arder, is the figure of the perfect right-angledness: or, in other words, the
cross-figure. This is the figure that represents a ray-and-line reduced to
perfection of the first order. It characterises the relationship between
perfections of the first order as a perfect right-angled relationship, a ‘cross’
relationship. This figure is actually ‘open’.

Dancer

(spoken)

In those days Piet Mondriaan sent a message that he was in Holland and that he
could not return to Paris. Mrs Hannoert invited him te stay and when one afternoon
I came round, he was sitting with her at table. He made a strange impression upon
me because of his hesitating way of speaking and the nervous twitching of his
mouth. In the summer of 1915 he stayed in Laren and rented a small atelier in the
Noolsestreet. In the evenings we would go to Hamdorf because Piet foved dancing,
Whenever he made a date (preferably with a very young girl) he was noticeably
good-humoured. He danced with a straight back, looking upwards as he made his
‘stylised” dancesteps. The artists in Laren soon began to call him the

‘dancing madonna’

One aftemoon in "29 | was with him in Paris and met the Hoyacks in his atelier.
After a while, without saying anything, he put on a smalf gramophone (which stood
as a black spot on @ small white table under a painting of which it seemed to be
the extension) and began quietly and stiffly, with Madame Hoyack, to step around
the atelier. | invited him to dine with me as we used to do in the old days. Walking
on the Boulevard Raspail suddenly | had the feeling that he had shrunk. It wes a
strange sensation. In the metro we said goodbye; when we heard the whistle he
placed his hand on my arm and embraced me. | saw him stowly walking to the exit,
his head sfightly to one side, lost in himself, sofitary and alone,

That was our fast meeting,

Chorus
— a ‘cross’ relationship.

We can prolong it on any side as long as we wish without changing its
essential character, and however far we prolong this figure it never attains a
perimeter, it never becomes ‘closed’ thereby, it is thereby totally and utterly
boundless: it excludes ali boundaries, Because this figure is born from itself in
our conception, it characterizes the concept of perfect opposites of the first
order, as a concept of the essential ‘open’, the actual and real ‘unbounded’.

English transtation by Tim Coleman
@ Copyright 1989 by Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.



Performance Note

The text sung by the four voices discusses the ‘perfect line’. In the original book, a ‘cross-figure’
is shown:

This is ah example of a ‘perfect straight line', according to the metaphysical theories of the
author, Dr. Schoenmaekers, who greatly influenced Mondrian’s thoughts.

A ‘boogie-woogie’ piano is placed on the left side at the back of the hall. At rehearsal fig.
29 — or earlier, depending on the size of the hall - the dancer begins meving extremely slowly
from the piane towards the conductor. She walks backwards, ‘drawing out’ the laser beam with
her outstretched right arm.

She should reach the conductor at rehearsal fig. 39 and, four bars before 40, lowers her
arm so that a gigantic laser-T (created by means of smafl mirrors) suddenly appears above the
audience. At that moment, completely unexpectedly, the boogie-woogie pianc part begins. The
dancer, taking a microphone, starts talking about her memories of Mondrian (see score).

The English version of the spoken text may be chosen, though the ‘exotic’ authentic Dutch
of the writer, painter and composer is preferred.

It is very important that the same person ‘makes the T’ and speaks the text, Some
spotlights should be used during the performance of the dancer/speaker.

LA,

Anmerkung zur Auffithrung

Der von den vier Stimmen gesungene Text handelt von der “vollkemmenen Linie". im Original
ist eine “Kreuzfigur” abgebildet:

Sie ist ein Beispiel fiir eine “vollkommene gerade Linie” gemdB den metaphysischen Theorien des
Autors Dr. Schoenmaekers, der Mondrians Gedanken stark beeinfluit hat.

Ein “Boogie-Woogie"-Klavier steht hinten links im Saal. Bei der Probenziffer 29 — oder
frilher, je nach SaalgréBe — fingt die Tinzerin an, sich extrem langsam vom Klavier auf den
Dirigenten zuzubewegen. Sie geht riickwirts und “zieht” mit ausgestrecktem rechtem Arm den
Laserstrahl hervor.

Sie soll den Dirigenten bei Probenziffer 39 erreichen und I4Bt vier Takte vor 40 den Arm
sinken, so daB ein gigantisches Laser-T (erzeugt durch kleine Spiegel) pltalich Gber dem
Publikum aufraucht. In diesem Augenblick beginnt véllig unerwartet der Part des Boogie-Woogie-
Klaviers. Die Tinzerin nimmt ein Mikrophon zur Hand und fingt an, diber ihre Erinnerungen an
Mondrian zu sprechen (sighe Partitur).

Die englische Fassung des Sprechtextes darf gewihlt werden, doch ist das “exotisch”
urspriingliche Hollindisch des Dichters, Malers und Komponisten vorzuziehen.

Es ist von groBer Wichtigkeit, da ein und dieselbe Person “das T macht” und den Text
spricht. Wihrend der Darbietung der Tanzerin/Sprecherin sollten mehrere Punktscheinwerfer
eingesetzt werden.

LA
(Ubersetzung: Anne Steeb-Muelfer}



Written with the financial support of the
Fonds voor de Scheppende Toonkunst

De Stijl was first performed on 9 June 1985
at the Paradiso, Amsterdam, by ‘Kaalslag’.

Recording: Elektra Nonesuch 79342,
and as part of the complete De Materie on Elektra Nonesuch 79367,
by the Schénberg Ensemble with the Asko Ensemble,
with members of the Netherfands Chamber Choir
and Gertrude Thoma (voice), conducted by Reinbert de Leeuw,

Instrumentation

3 Flutes
2 Alto Saxophones in Eb (2nd doubling Baritone in Eb)
2 Tenor Saxophones in Bb
Baritone Saxophone in Eb
4 Trumpets in C
4 Trombones
4 Women's Voices
Female Speaker
2 Pfanos (2nd preferably electric)
Synthesizer (strings/harp presets)
Upright Piano {behind the audience)
*Percussion (2)
2 Electric Guitars
Bass Guitar

*2 drum sets: hi-hat, cymbals, 8 syndrums,
snare drum, bass drum;
vibraphone (including ™), glockenspiel (ad Jib.),
metal and heavy metal (e.g. 4 car bumpers),

4-5 gongs

The ensemble should be balanced by electronic amplification.

Note: Transposing instruments written in C in the score.

Duration: 25 minutes

Conductor’s score, vocal and orchestral parts are available on hire.
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T Sax. 1

T. Bax. 2

Bar. Sax.

Tpt. 1.2

Tpt. 3.4

Thne. 1.2 I@—

Thne. 3.4

Fem. V.

Pro. 1

Perc. 1

Guit. 1

" Guit. 2

Bags Gurit.
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Guit. 2

Pere, 2 iF:

Perc. 1
Guit. 1

Tpt. 5.4

Thne, 1.2 -@.7

Thne. 3.4
Bass Guit.
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